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“Christian faith is a constant penetration of our lives by the gospel, the courage to 

‘enter the story’, to reveal the meaning of the Bible stories afresh and more 

profoundly through our own life experience, but also to allow the powerful images 

of the gospel to have an impact so that they may gradually illuminate, interpret, 

and transform the flow of our own lives.” Tomas Halik, Touch the Wounds 

Reading Tomas Halik’s book Touch the Wounds, the prominent Czech and Catholic 

theologian writes about how through the wounds of Christ, we can witness God 

bridging the gap or closing the distance between Himself and us. Doubting Thomas, 

a guiding image for Halik, famously recognizes the risen Jesus by touching His 

wounds. Wounds are openings into the reality of the world and its sufferings, it is 

the sign of affliction and experience. We can often know people and places by the 

presence of their wounds. By Jesus’s wounds, we see a God who draws near to us in 

our pains, saying to us, “I see you, I am with you, I experience with you”. Jesus has 

His own wounds in companionship with our own. We can never know somebody 

fully unless we also witness to their woundedness, and this is what God does. He 

meets us fully and we meet Him fully, because He bears our wounds.  

And as we approach the Advent season in 2025, we are reminded of the beginning 

that will bring about these wounds of solidarity. Like in Halik’s excerpt above, our 

faith is centered around this dynamic of “entering the story”.  In Advent, God enters 

intimately into our human history; he enters our world, into our ordinariness, into 

our hidden lives and work. God becomes one with us through the wounds of our 

history. This Advent season, we can begin to meditate on how God in Jesus Christ 

“enters the story” of our current wounds. We can ponder where God is being born 

anew, where He is entering in to reveal to us His presence and love.  

The Lutheran pastor and theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer reflected on his 

imprisonment as a kind of representation of the “Advent situation”, where he awaits 

the hope and salvation that can only come from outside. The same way, the world’s 

wounds are the key by which God will open the door to enter our cell and liberate 

us. In Advent, we wait and remain watchful for God to enter in to where we need 

Him, to be present to our pain. In Advent, there is a joy in knowing that we will not 

face our troubles alone, and that God is arriving to be near to us, with healing on the 

wings (Malachi 4:2a).  
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In the same way, by adopting this Christian dynamic of “entering the story”, we could enrich our devotional life 

this Advent by letting the stories of our Scriptures enter in, to see how the story of the Nativity “illuminates, 

interprets, and transforms the flow of our lives”. The gospel stories can help us to order our life rhythms to beat 

according to God’s will in Jesus Christ. How much do we need this in a world full of distraction, impatience, and 

despair. Let us not lose heart, but be refreshed to live, wait, and act faithfully in the Lord as He shows us, and thus 

enter into the stories of our communities in solidarity and love. 

 In Christ,  

Pastor Emmanuel J. Correa Vázquez 
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Happy Fall everyone! 

Fall is a season of much change. The days shorten, the weather cools, the trees dress themselves in 

beautiful colors before losing their leaves and the birds migrate south to their winter homes. 

At HOP, we look forward to seeing members migrate back to church after the summer months and 

vacation time. It is good to see our church family again. 

And as the season brings changes, there have been changes at HOP. We have a beautiful new parking 

lot thanks to Kurt Lundin and generous donations from members through the Memorial Fund. 

We are now renting part of the Fellowship Hall to Ivy School. The space available to us is decidedly 

smaller but nonetheless still roomy enough for the warmth, good eats and conversation of coffee hour. It 

is a work in progress to make things a little more inviting/less cluttered, but we will continue this effort. 

We are working to improve communication to members and visitors by upgrading our bulletin boards and 

changing up the information from time to time to pique your interest. So check them out! Watch for 

information on monthly nature walks through the North South River Watershed Association.  

Along with the bulletin boards the Council has on our agenda to develop a Welcome packet for visitors to 

introduce them to HOP and give them a little something of us to take home. If you have suggestions on 

what to include, please let me know. 

In September we welcomed Kim Boyd to the Council and we are so glad she has joined. 

Finally, after consulting with our Tidings Editor, Pastor Emmanuel and the chairpersons of the 

committees, we have decided to send out the Tidings on a quarterly versus monthly basis. If I have my 

timing right, following this edition, our next edition will be in January 2026. As always, keep an eye on the 

notifications in the weekly bulletin. 

So, until the next Tidings, take care. 

With prayers for peace, 

Sue Bose 

Church Council President 
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Bulletin Announcements 

 

WELCOME FRIEND - If you are a visitor to House of Prayer, we welcome you and are glad you are here. If 

you are interested in joining HOP as a member, please call the office at 781-749-5533 and ask to speak to 

Pastor Emmanuel. 

  

WEATHER ALERT - If the weather is bad on any given Sunday, be sure to check your email, the church 

website, and/or the local news for notification of cancellation before setting out for service. 

 
 

 
Report on 2025 Synod Assembly Annual Meeting May 30 and 31 

 

Kathleen Almand and Marilyn Pearson attended Synod Assembly this year as voting members for House 

of Prayer.  Phoebe Morad attended representing Lutherans Restoring Creation and Pastor Emmanuel 

was with us as were about 400 Lutherans from all over New England. 

The agenda was fairly brief this year (the meeting was 1@1/2 days).   

Bishop Pipho and several of his staff and the Synod council made presentations on activities in the 

Synod over the past year – in support of congregations and their work in God’s mission in the world.  

There was a big focus on “we are one”.  

The Synod 2026 $1,450,000 proposed budget was passed: reflecting unchanged proposed expenditures 

and Congregation Mission support in comparison with the last two years.   

Synod congregation statistics were presented, including six congregations experiencing holy closure and 

one new congregation.  There are about 17,000 active members in 150 New England congregations. 

Two “Memorials” were passed to authorize the ELCA churchwide organization to participate in national 

advocacy on the immigration and Palestine issues.  

There were exhibits and presentations from several Synod related organizations including Lutherans 

Restoring Creation, Thrivent, Seafarers International, Ascentria, Lutheran World Relief, School of Lay 

Ministry, ELCA Global Missions, etc.  Lots of good works going on! 

The best part was seeing such a large group of faithful Lutherans.  Pretty inspiring. 
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From The Bishop 
 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 
As a member of Ascentria Care Alliance’s Board of Directors, I write to invite our congregations across 
New England to join together in support of an important initiative, the Lighthouse at Ascentria. 
 
For those who may not know, Ascentria was founded 154 years ago and from the very beginning, our 
Lutheran heritage has guided this ministry of welcome and service, putting faith into action. Today, 
Ascentria is one of the largest human service organizations in New England, continuing to walk 
alongside people on their journey with programs that support refugees and immigrants, children and 
families, older adults and individuals with disabilities, thanks to support from our congregations. 
 
The Lighthouse at Ascentria will be a new client center in Worcester built to meet the diverse needs of 
the people that Ascentria serves. With better accessibility, increased space and new nonprofit neighbors 
sharing the building, it will be easier for thousands of people each year to find safety, support and hope. 
It will also create new opportunities for our faith community to collaborate and live out our calling: 
expanded space for volunteers to serve, room for advocacy trainings that raise our shared voice for 
justice, and an event hall that our congregations can use as partners in mission. 
 
We are already halfway to the fundraising goal, but time is running out and support is needed to finish 
strong. As a member of the Board of Directors, I've made my pledge to support the important work that 
Ascentria does. With your help, we can ensure that the Lighthouse is a place of dignity and long-term 
impact for generations to come. You may donate quickly and easily online at the 
website www.ascentria.org/donate, or by mailing a check to 11 Shattuck St, Worcester, MA 01605. Will 
you join me in supporting Ascentria with a donation? 
 
I also want to thank our congregations and members who have supported Ascentria for many years. 
Your commitment is a witness to the Gospel, and it is making a difference in the lives of children, 
families, refugees, older adults and people with disabilities across our region. 
 
Please prayerfully consider a gift to help complete the Lighthouse at Ascentria and strengthen this 
ministry of welcome and service that grows out of our Lutheran faith. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
  
Bp Pipho 

 

 

MANY THANKS! 

Due to the very generous donations from the HOP family, we were able to order 25 more ACS hymnals 

for the pews! If you contributed and would like to remember someone (memorial/in honor of) let Carol in 

the office know. Hopefully, everyone has access to both a red and blue hymnal near to where they sit on 

Sunday morning. God bless us as we raise our voices in song! ———Worship Team 

 

  

http://track.robly.com/a310f3f8-6330-4fc2-b8e4-69b4591f490b110A846D75F9234F17827EF40932E9E7
https://www.google.com/maps/search/11+Shattuck+St,+Worcester,+MA+01605?entry=gmail&source=g
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Mutual Ministry Committee  
 
The MMC has been meeting with Pastor Emmanuel approximately every other month. Scheduling can 
be a challenge but we persevere. We have explored the idea of meeting by zoom but determined we 
prefer for this gathering to meet in person. In general in these meetings we allow Pastor to voice his 
concerns, joys and dilemmas for which we provide feedback, suggestions and support. Issues 
Committee members have noted are also addressed. Outside of the Committee, Pastor also receives 
support from the Council President and Vice President routinely and as needed. On behalf of the 
Committee, I would like to acknowledge and appreciate Pastor’s continuing growth in his role. We are 
grateful for Pastor’s willingness to meet with us and his openness to our thoughts. If you have any 
concerns or praises for Pastor, we encourage you to make an appointment to meet with him. He has said 
that he welcomes this. But if you prefer, please speak with any Committee member and we will bring 
your message forward. 
 
With Prayers for Peace, 
 
Sue Bose, Chairperson Members: Steve Bergman, Kathy Sutkowski, Cathy Martin 
 
 
Shepherding Committee 

The Shepherding Committee continues its mission of reaching out with words of support and offers of 

assistance to church family members in need. By way of acknowledging and remembering those in our 

church family whom we have lost this year, we are now posting a list of their names. Please see the 

bulletin board under Farewells and say a prayer for the loved ones left to grieve. Our bereavement and 

monthly card ministries also continue. Thanks to everyone who has assisted with the monthly cards 

which as of now go out to 16 households. Thanks to: Kate Bergman (2), Barbara Buntrock, Linda Lundin, 

Mardie Reimold, Mary Howarth, Mary Jane Parsekian, Millie Hill, Janice Sidney, and Sue Bose. Please 

email Carol in the office, me or any Committee member if you or someone you know has been 

hospitalized or is anyway in need. 

With Prayers for Peace, 

Sue Bose: Chairperson Members: Barbara Buntrock, Linda Lundin, Kate Bergman, Mabel Ericson, 

Mardie Reimold 

 

 

IVY ACADEMY NEWS 
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Social Ministry Cathy Martin, Chair 

 
Cookie Cookbook: A true cooperative effort, the cookbook is really coming together. The book is nearly 

ready to assemble after a few tweaks including adding information about the church. We plan to produce 

75 copies and assemble them on December 7th after church. The cookbooks will be sold for $10 as a 

suggested donation to benefit the Weymouth Food Pantry. 

Migrant Family Support: Pastor shared information about the Boston Immigrant Resource Dashboard 

(BIRD). The online platform connects immigrant-serving providers across Boston. We missed the 

conference, but we will look into other ways we can assist. We also discussed sending holiday cards 

through Global Refuge (formerly Lutheran Immigrant Services). On November 30 th, we will be signing 

cards after church. 

Father Bill’s Update: Next lunch is December 6. We will do a drive for socks, toiletries, and linens for 

January. The committee will put a list together of toiletries needed and give bags to fill.  

Thrivent Memberships: The committee would like to encourage members to get a Thrivent membership 

so we can apply for the grants that Thrivent offers. The Thrivent grants of $250 can be used for any 

programs that the church participates in which would help defray the cost of these programs. Some of 

the programs that could benefit include the toiletries for Father Bill’s or stuffing for the stuffed animals for 

the hospital project among other social ministry activities. The committee also discussed using Thrivent 

grants for other HOP projects including supplies for craft nights or other social ministry activities.  

Project Ideas for Thrivent Grants 

• Father Bill’s Bagged Lunches 

• Supplies for Craft Nights for Hospital Child Patients 

• Meals for Rehobeth Immigrant Families 

• Father Bill’s Housing Center Sponsorship 

• God’s Work, Our Hands Activities 

Knit Items: HOP’s group of knitters continue to make many handmade items. For the winter months, we 

will divert any knitted items to Father Bill’s. For other months, the items will go to the Seamen’s Institute 

which take these items anytime. We will pull together the patterns to make them available for anyone that 

wants to participate in this program. They will be posted on the new bulletin boards or Sandy Swanson’s 

church mailbox.  

https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/patterns-publications/ 

Friends of the Homeless: Unfortunately, given the new configuration of our space related to Ivy, the 

group has decided that it’s too small to accommodate the needs of their Christmas market. We’ll miss 

having them. 

God’s Work, Our Hands: Carla also discussed a different approach to God’s Work, Our Hands instead 

of the cookie walk or in addition to? Discussion centered around having an intergenerational event. 

https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/patterns-publications/
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Mass General Pediatric ICU: We stuffed many animals after church with many members participating. 

The committee agreed that we should consider doing a similar event in the future. The hospital does not 

need any right now. We are considering seeing if other hospitals would be interested in the same items. 

Wellspring: Christmas dinner boxes are due December 14th. We hope to collect complete boxes and will 

also assemble boxes with any food items brought to the church for this purpose. We can always use 

more copy paper boxes. The food lists are available for folks to use to shop for items for the boxes.  

Habitat for Humanity: Scheduled to come speak to the congregation on February 8th, 2026.  

Ascentria: The tree was put up and all the gifts were taken. The gifts are due back to the church on 

December 7th. Victoria also said they will always accept giftcards.  

Good Gifts: Backpack of food from the Good Gifts ELCA catalog to collect in early March. 

Upcoming Activities: 

Month Activity 

November 16-22 HOP Team in Habitat Hawaii 

November 30th Holiday Card Signing 

December 6th Father Bill’s Bag Lunch 

December 7th Gift Collection for Ascentria Due; Cookie 

Cookbook Assembly 

December 14th Wellspring Christmas Dinner Boxes 

January 11th, 2026 Social Ministry Meeting 

February 1st Weymouth Food Pantry Partner Visit 

February 8th Habitat for Humantiy Partner Visit 

March ELCA Good Gifts Backpack of Food 

2026 God’s Work, Our Hands Intergenerational 

Event: Date TBD 

 

If you would like to join our committee or participate in y of the activities we do, don’t hesitate to ask. Our 

next meeting is Sunday after church on January 11th, 2026. Please join us. Our committee is open to 

anyone. Any questions, contact Cathy Martin at cathymartin19@verizon.net or 617-645-9636.  

  

mailto:cathymartin19@verizon.net
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Wellspring will always take non-perishable items including cereal, pasta, pasta sauce, beans, peanut 
butter, tuna fish, etc. Nothing that needs refrigeration and can just be prepared with a microwave.  
 
November: Thanksgiving items: Stuffing, canned veggies, instant mashed potatoes 
December: Christmas dinner boxes 
January: Soup 

 

Gratitude from Honduras Scholarship Recipients 

Over the last ten years, the New England Synod has shared donations for the Lutheran Church in 

Honduras to provide scholarships for students who are active leaders in their congregations.   You may 

view the report here. 

If you would like to contribute to this year's scholarship program please contact Kathleen 

Almand, kathleenalmand@gmail.com 

  

Habitat Trip to Hawaii 

Ed Martin and John Galvin (UCC Norwell) in affiliation with South Shore Habitat for Humanity will be 

hosting a building trip to the beautiful island of Maui, Hawaii! 

You may remember about two years ago the town of Lahaina, Maui was destroyed by a devastating fire. 

We will be working to rebuild some of the 20 Habitat homes that were destroyed. 

The trip dates are from November 16th arrival to the 23rd for departure. The itinerary actually starts on 

Monday with orientation and a cultural event. Work begins on Tuesday and ends Saturday. 

The cost is estimated to be approximately $2650 per person. This includes room, food, transportation 

and all events. It also includes a $600 donation to Habitat. It does not include airfare to and from the 

island. 

If you are interested, please contact Ed at edbmartin69@gmail.com (781-492-3310) or John 

Galvin jgalvin1900@gmail.com 

 

Kim Boyd, Nancy and I are traveling to Maui to help rebuild the town of Lahaina after the devastating 

fires from two years ago. Even though we have the cost of the trip covered, it is expensive to build on the 

islands. If you see it in your heart to send a donation to Maui Habitat, it will go directly to the project. 

You can use my link to make your donation. It is  

https://habitat-maui.charityproud.org/Fundraising/P2P/EdMartin#donationmessage 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Mahalo! 

Ed, Nancy, and Kim 

http://track.robly.com/a9007d89-d255-4945-9c8d-a58b7b08954d4DC8EA45D37470971A1009622FCA14A4
http://track.robly.com/a9007d89-d255-4945-9c8d-a58b7b08954d4DC8EA45D37470971A1009622FCA14A4
mailto:kathleenalmand@gmail.com
mailto:edbmartin69@gmail.com
mailto:jgalvin1900@gmail.com
https://habitat-maui.charityproud.org/Fundraising/P2P/EdMartin#donationmessage
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How Shall We Grow? 

Brainstorming Session September 29, 2025 Overview 

Twenty-five HOP members participated in an informal discussion over coffee on September 29th after 

worship.  We answered two questions to help us understand how we have grown in the past and what 

we might consider doing to further share our gifts with a larger community.  Each participant shared how 

they found out about House of Prayer and what it was that brought them back again to become part of 

our community of worship.  There were many wonderful stories of the early days of our church and some 

insightful comments from our newer members.  Underlying it all was an affirmation that it is our 

welcoming and loving congregation and Pastor that is first and foremost what we have to offer.  Here are 

some specific suggestions on how we might translate our past experiences into actions for today (in no 

particular order): 

How to find us: 

• Increase our street visibility 

• Post flyers in senior centers nearby 

• Mail to our neighbors 

• Make ourselves more visible in the community – a community event 

• Invite preschool parents to a join social event 

• Encourage more concerts in the church – attended by the community 

• Do an outdoor service that is visible from the street and welcome the community 

• Pastor outreach 

• More advertising 

How to encourage people to join after they have found us: 

• Continue to be welcoming faces to people walking in the door 

• Call and write to our visitor list 

• Consider a Saturday service 

• Make sure we have all types of ways to participate – small groups, social ministry projects, music 

opportunities – and invite all to join 

• Continue with our good “vibe” 

• Resume a youth program 

We had a brief conversation on the fact that drawing youth and parents of youth is a challenge for all 

churches but we need to brainstorm this more. 

Thanks to those who participated!  Council will review this at its next meeting and we will be reaching out 

for some help in implementing these ideas.  
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Hingham Net Zero - https://www.hinghamnetzero.org/ 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Other Ways to Give 

House of Prayer is a generous community of Christ.  Here are some different ways to give to support our 

ministry. 

Automated Check Contributions - contact Dana Abbott, drsabbott@verizon.net, to easily set up a 

regular bank transfer 

Online - you can easily set up regular or one-time contributions by credit card using this link or by going 

to the donation page on our website: houseofprayerhingham.org 

Thrivent Choice - Thrivent members have the option of designating House of Prayer as the recipient of 

their "Thrivent Choice" dollars - a program in which Thrivent contributes to charitable organizations 

Helpsy Bin - when you contribute used clothing to the Helpsy Bin in the parking lot, House of Prayer 

receives a monetary contribution based on the weight of goods in the bin. 

Thank you for all you do for House of Prayer. 

 

In Stitches  

In Stiches will meet on November 18 at 1:00 p.m. at the home of Dorothy Flett.                           

  

From the Financial Secretary 

Statements (YTD through 8/31/25) are in your mailboxes. Those not picked up will be mailed. For any 

issues such as name/address errors, giving amounts, missing data, etc. please contact Dana Abbott at 

617-538-3576   drsabbott@verizon.net 

  

Prayer Group 

Pastor is beginning a prayer group. Please use link below if you are interested. 

https://forms.gle/grnaKQGhjhgJMstb7 

https://www.hinghamnetzero.org/
mailto:drsabbott@verizon.net
https://houseofprayerhingham.org/donations/
mailto:drsabbott@verizon.net
https://forms.gle/grnaKQGhjhgJMstb7
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Music Notes from Lenae 
 
Hi, Everyone! 

Happy Fall!  It's always exciting in September to have the Adult Choir "back on the job"! And we have a 
new member!  Fred Gehris has been singing with us in the bass section!  Welcome, Fred!  Fred and his 
wife, Elaine have been worshipping with us for many months and were recently received as new 
members. I am especially pleased about this because we always lose fellow bass and longtime choir 
member (and Tech Assistant!), Rich Haukom in January when he goes to Florida for several 

months.   Now we'll be able to continue to sing music that includes basses during that time!  Also, I'm 
not sure if I ever remembered in a Tidings article to say how thrilled we've been that Bill Hayes has also 
joined us in the choir starting last year!  Some of you may not know that Bill was a high school teacher by 
day but a performing musician by night for many years!  He plays guitar and sings, but singing in the 
choir has been a new experience for him, and we are grateful he stepped outside his comfort zone and 
joined us!  If I didn't include it in a past Tidings article, Mary Howarth has also been a great addition to 
our tenor section, and if I never mentioned it before, we also love having Thea Morad with us!  Singing in 
a choir is something you can do for your whole life!  (I started singing in a choir when I was five years old 
back at my home Baptist church in St. Petersburg, FL!) There aren't many other things - besides going to 
church! - that you can say that about! 

I just got back from Maine where we celebrated our youngest daughter, Erika's marriage!  It was a 
perfect weekend with perfect weather for an outdoor wedding!  (Ask me for pictures!)  I am grateful to 
Beth Buonocore for subbing for me while I was away.  (Beth was also the person who told me about a 
surgeon in North Easton who'd done her thumb joint replacement and that she was able to play the 
organ and piano after a couple of weeks.  That's what I needed to hear to feel comfortable having MY 
thumb joint replacement surgery!  Just as she said, once I was in the hard cast I was able to play, so I 
only had to take off two Sundays from playing!  I'm grateful to Sylvia Berry who subbed for me for those 
two Sundays! and I appreciate you welcoming both Sylvia and Beth and thanking them for helping me 
out!  I feel like I'm almost back to normal - still have a couple more PT visits, then just normal life and playing 
piano and organ will help my thumb continue to strengthen!  Both Beth and Sylvia commented on how well our 
congregation sings!  I loved hearing that!  You folks are really remarkable at that!  I'm always pleasantly 
surprised when we introduce a new hymn that on the second verse (or second time through a short hymn) you 
all jump in and really sing out!  That is rare in many congregations!  Nice job, everyone! 

It was great fun for the choir to have Janet Waters sing with us a couple of weeks ago when she was 
preaching while Pastor Emmanuel was on vacation!  Just like old times!  We've missed her! 

Thank you for considering our request (elsewhere in the newsletter) for folks to donate money to acquire some 
more of the new purple All Creation Sings hymnals so more people can use them and see the music as well 
as the words. If we can get back to using our hymnals, we can cut down on the amount of paper we're using 
for the bulletins, but also hopefully sing even better with the music in front of us not just the words. 

I haven't ever written about this, but it has been weighing on my heart that we have lost so many former choir 
members over the last five years or so.  Rae Hall, Myrtle Hickman, Rob Lacy, Barbara and Hutch Hutchinson 

and Ginny Just were all special people to the choir and to HOP in general who are greatly missed.  ALL 
losses at HOP are painful for me, but of course I have always had a closer relationship with those who have 
sung in the choir.  RIP, dear friends! 

As always - if you like to sing, we would love to have you join us in the choir!  I miss having a Children's 
Choir, and hope in some future years we'll be able to have one again! That's all I have for now!  If you 
have ideas about worship in general or the music, we'd love to have you join us on the Worship Team! 
(formerly Worship and Music Committee) Talk to any of our members: Carla Hill, Sandy Swanson, Mary 
Howarth, Pastor, new member Kate Bergman and me!) 

 

Lenae  
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 Christian Education Committee Kim Boyd, Chair 

 

Happy Fall, Y'all!  

We welcomed everyone back to the start of another Christian Education year starting off with our now 

annual Ice Cream Social on Sunday, September 14. It is always a big hit for all ages, and we hope you 

enjoyed it as much as we did! As a quick reminder about Sunday School, there will be NO SUNDAY 

SCHOOL over school vacation weeks or long holiday weekends (upcoming, none on November 30, 

December 28). Godly Play (ages 3 through Grade 2) will meet in the hallway outside the sanctuary, 

Grades 3-5 will meet either in the hallway or in the back of the sanctuary, and Grades 6 and up will meet 

with Phoebe outside as long as they can--catch up with Phoebe as church ends to see where you'll 

gather.  Every month on a weekend evening, confirmation classes will meet to discuss various topics to 

prepare for confirmation during 10th grade. Look for a separate email from Phoebe about the dates as the 

months go by. The first meeting was held on September 26 and went over parts of the New Testament. 

That group is currently moving through the Bible as far as topics go. Ask Pastor what's coming up 

next. There was also a MOVIE NIGHT held at church over the summer for the kids to just hang out and 

connect with their church family. Look for another upcoming this fall!  If you have any suggestions for fun 

activities you may want to do as a youth group, let Kim Boyd or Phoebe Morad know...we'd be happy to 

plan a gathering. 

Some group activities that we hope folks of all ages will participate in are the upcoming cookie cookbook 

making (using the same design as Pastor Henry had done with the journals we'd make during 

Lenten/Advent events), Stuffy making after church during Sunday School time, helping to put together or 

donating items for the bagged lunches for Father Bill's, joining others for a nature walk monthly hosted by 

the North and South River Watershed (you do need to register for this one separately through NSRWA 

site), Advent wreath-making, making communion bread for the congregation the beginning of December, 

and our Christmas dinner box wrapping and assembling mid-December. Check the table in the hallway 

for ways to sign up to help in church for these events and EVERY Sunday to maybe be the reader, 

acolyte, or with your family as the ushers. We love to see your smiling faces!! 

Specifically for the more "seasoned" members (or maybe the "kids at heart", the "older learners"??) Bible 

study will be starting Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm. See Pastor's notes for more information on this 

and a prayer group that will be starting on Thursdays. There's so much we can do together, not just the 

younger members of our congregation for Christian Education! And if there is a topic in particular you'd 

like to learn more about, let's talk so we can start something together. If you're thinking about it, my 

guess is others are, too. Reach out to Kim Boyd, kimboyd61@hotmail.com, or Pastor with any ideas.  

We look forward to another year together around the sun with our church family! 

 

  

mailto:kimboyd61@hotmail.com
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Happy 
Birthday  

Happy 
Anniversary 

November 11 Kate Hudson-Mendes November 3 Lenae & Tim Badger 
 Marie Warneck November 11 George & Jane Ohlson 

November 12 Erika Badger   
November 17 Vicki Oman   
November 19 Rich Haukom   

November 30 Leanne Martin   

 

 

Happy 
Birthday 

 

Happy 
Anniversary 

December 1 Kathy Gray December 31 George & Lynda Watt 
December 2 Morgan Lundin   

December 10 Jane Ohlson   
December 12 Ingrid Lancaster   
 Dalton Vassallo   

December 24 Barbara Buntrock   
 Ed Martin   
December 28 Mabel Ericson   

December 29 Molly Folino   

 

 

Happy 
Birthday 

 

Happy 
Anniversary 

January 2 Michaela Johnson January 8 Ken & Barbara Buntrock 

January 3 Cathy Martin January 14 Kristin & Bob Golden 
January 6 Ursula Hackemer   
January 12 Donna Hudson-Bryant   
January 18 Gene Lancaster   
January 20 Glen Olsson   
January 24 Dee Davidson   
January 21 Camden Vassallo   
January 25 Tim Linscott   
January 28 Linda Vassallo   

If you would like to have your birthday or anniversary added to the calendar, contact Carol in the office. 
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Prayer list 

“I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which 
he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints.” Ephesians 1:18 

 
Armstrong, Sophie (Bergman's granddaughter) 
Badger, Tim 
Bergsten, Chris 
Brett, Virginia (friend of Martha) 
Clancy Family (bereavement) 
Clifford, Kathy (friend of Kim Boyd) 
Croke, Kenny* 
Dallamora, Joe (Jen M's father) 
Davis, Elise (neighbor of the Hayes) 
Derderian, Gloria (sister-in-law of Parsekian’s) 
Errichiello, David (Carla's brother) 
Ferguson, John 
Fields, Leisel (friend of Jen McCready) 
Galotti, Debbie (friend of Rita LaPlante) 
Gatturna, Joan (friend of Lenae) 
Gitungano, Alex (friend of HoP) 
Gleason, Linnie (friend of Martha Willson) 
Glynn, Mary (friend of Sue Bose) 
Graham, Ellis (granddaughter of Rob Lacy) 
Hall, Gerda 
Hansen, Mark (friend of Jacqui Lyons) 
Higginbottom, Sophia (friend of Rita LaPlante) 
Hilston, Paula (Pastor Hilston's wife) 
Hutchinson, Rick (friend of Lundins) 
Ikoribitangaza, Leo (friend of HoP) 
Jensen, Dee (friend of Lenae’s) 
Just, Christian (brother of Ginny & Naomi) 
Just, Naomi 
Kalla, Judy (friend of Bill & Chris Hayes) 
Kardok, Andy (friend of Martha Willson) 
Knight, Patty (friend of Linda Vassallo) 
Leary, Erin (Millie’s granddaughter) 
Leary, Kris (daughter of Millie Hill) 
Linares family 
Lipner family 
Lundin, Kurt 
MacKennon, Linnie (friend of Lundins) 
Mafra family 
McCullough, Lynne (relative of Emily Badger-
McCullough) 
McGivney, Marlene 
Meslo, Lisa (Hayes’ sister-in-law) 
Mitchell, Marcia 
Murray, Maggie (friend of Mary Jane) 
Myers, Chuck (friend of Lundins) 
 

Neat, Kathy 
Niendorf, Kris  
Nucifore, Linda Nilsson (sister of Karen Nilsson 
Nucifore, Alan (brother-in-law of Karen Nilsson) 
O’Donnell, Kathleen (friend of Rita LaPlante) 
O’Keefe, Doris 
*Olsson, Todd (Doris’ grandson) 
Oman, Linda 
Parsekian, Pattty (MaryJane’s daughter-in-law) 
Pryor, Mark (friend of Leah McGaughey) 
Read, James L (friend of Martha Willson) 
Rodrigues, Mary Ellen (friend of Lenae) 
Ruplenas Family (friends of Lenae) 
Rylan, Austin (friend of Martha Willson) 
Santacroce, Linda (friend of Sue Bose) 
Schooning, Sonia (friend of Martha) 
Silva, Jeffrey (grandson of Dorothy Flett) 
Sonie (friend of Martha Willson) 
Spatola, Patty (friend of Martha Willson) 
Sullivan, Elisabeth (friend of Ursula Hackemer) 
Tarby, Mrs. (friend of Martha Willson) 
Toomey, Patricia (sister-in-law of Hayes) 
Toomey, Skip (brother-in-law of Hayes) 
Toughill, Nancy 
Vita, Melana (friend of Martha Willson) 
Walter, Helmut (Stefanie Wegener’s father) 
Watt, George & Lynda 
Weaver, Ryley (friend of Bill & Chris Hayes) 
 
*serving in the military 

 
 


